PEACE ' ;

grew up in a generation that used the word peace so often ir lost all
Imeaniﬂg and became lighter than a cheap paperback. We painted
the word peace or the symbol of peace on tie-dyed T-shirrs. We plac-
arded the word on posters and paraded through major cities. John
Lennon and Janice Joplin and Joan Baez sang about it. Overuse and
misuse led to abuse. The word was used so often that the word fell
out of fashion in Christian circles. But peace stands tall and proud
in the Bible. We need to recover this sacred word and ide
it is part of the word kingdom for Jesus.

The first thing we need to recover is the knowledge that peace is «
result and not a goal. Peace is the result of years in a good relationship.
Marriages shaped by love result in peace. Instead of focusing on hav-
ing a good marriage, a husband and a wife who focus on loving one
another will have a marriage of peace. Societies that are shaped by
justice and love become societies marked by peace. Peace, then, should
not be our goal; love is. Love is the hard gritty work; love is the
way of the cross that produces peace. When we love, justice and
peace bubble up as the results of love. People who want peace but who
aren't willing to love will not find peace. People who love find peace,

a, because

whether they think about it or not.

Two of our good friends got into a huge fight early this year. In
April they still weren't talking to one another, and it made for some
"~ f?if 4'*‘(&'-.11'1{1'15“ when we were with them and thcy were in one of
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Christian life is a life devoted to peacemakin,

ELLIOT'S DREAM

Elliot, told me that she went with her fathe; |
and younger brother to Honduras on a mis. |
she told me in my office one day, by |
tory than being cool.

she said, her father made a decision

One of my students;
who is also her pastor,

. "
sion experience. “I¢ was cool,
| knew there was more 1o this s

The year after that first trip,
generous sabbatical his church gave him to take his family

back to Honduras again. This time they stayed three months and
those months changed Elliot’s life and gave her a kingdom dream.
On the island of Roatan, Elle—as she is known to her friends—
encountered the kind of poverty that shocked her comfortable life
in the U.S. Life, she learned, can be consumed by the struggle to
survive. Forget pleasure and happiness and things— what she saw

to use the

was that an impoverished life changes all of life.

\?Pen she returned from Honduras, Elle explained to me, she
w:ls ticked” about the U.S. and especially her eighth-grade friends
w (; wz:.me.d to do little more than go to the mall to shop. But she
couscll.ln t grip what it was that made her ticked off about the U.S.
o : said thci.;c l:vcjirds to me as she sat in my office reflecting: “My

n-year-old body didn’
—— Hondumz_” n’t understand that I had been changed by

Pri « * tri ;

. r::‘;:’ tl-‘llltgh:dm?' sljc :ad been a consumerist; after her trip she
. Elle admitte . :

o oieion ¢ ] that she became judgmental of her friends

with what she f.ia‘id :L:rul. = ‘h'r(mgh that. Then she surprised me

xt, but she’s thought long and hard about what

ek o
e wants to do with he i |
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Elliot told me she believed God was Preparing her g |
sionary: it St TO. b?comc a nurse in I—Iondura: “leba Im .
God wants me to be a missionary nurse. I want (o ok : feve
giblc ways. Yes, that’s what I think God has called me o Eo(:r ln
So she’s studying at North Park University to become a reg; ' d
qurse. She’s also filtering her future husband through the vocati?)nS tged
has given her: to serve the poor in compassion through her church :

This is Elle’s dream and she wants to dedicate her One.LiFe. to

this peace dream. Anyone who loves others and serves others will
bring peace into the world.

WHEN PEACE LIKE ARIVER . ..

Perhaps you are wondering why I describe the (potential) impact of
Elliot’s nursing with the word peace instead of the word justice. Because
the word peace in the Bible is a big word. Here again I'm convinced
many don't even bother to read what Jesus (or the Bible) has to say

an

about peace. Many associate peace with inner tranquility or spiritual
calm. I'm 100 percent for spiritual turbulence giving way to spiri-
wal serenity. I want the inner contentment found in the image of a
glassy-smooth Wisconsin-summer-morning lake all day long, and you
probably do t0o. | believe God wants us to have serenity, and serenity
rely comes from faith in God and what God is doing in this world.

¢ word peace does describe things like tranquility, calm, con-

and serenity. Randy Harris, a college professor in Texas,

have “feelings of peace and calm because you know in

nd sickness, disease and death, war and plague,

e the devil humselt have done their worst, God has the last word.”1?
emerges from the conviction that God can be

b8 s something to sing about. As a kid [ learned to
A" e r | It 1+ Well with My Soul.”"* The opening
inner experience of contentment, and

vt Todd Fields sing this song glnrinusl}'z
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Peacc was at the core of what Jesus means by & s
Kingdom means love, justice. and peace.
Kingdom means love, justice, and peace in 2 sociery
Kingdom means love, justice, and peace in 2 society on eaerh
As in heaven.
Jesus prayed for this very thing.

We are to pray for love, justice, and peace in society every duv

The kingdom dream of Jesus is a dream for the Peace.Life, and he
called you and me to give our One.Life to the Peace.Life. Bur what

did Jesus mean by peace?

goD’S PEACE IS VERY JEWISH

Once I was asked to participate in a media event where the host
was about to interview me about my book The Jesus Creed. As we
were about to begin the interview, the host made this observation.
«[ wasn’t aware until I read your book that Jesus was even Jewish.”

I managed to avoid rolling my (yougottabekiddin'me) eyes,
because somehow I was not surprised. Why? Because Jesus has been
captured and turned into an American. Jesus was as Jewish as Saved
by the Bell is Bayside and Harry Potter is magic.

Jesus was a Jew and, when he thought of peace, he used the quint-
essential Jewish word shalom. Do you know what shalom meant for
a first-century Jew? Shalom meant three things:

1. Material prosperity

2. Loving relationships with God, family, Israel, and other
nations

3. Moral goodness and integrity

For a Jew of Jesus' day, you've got peace ...

¥ b
When you've got what you need and need what you've got,
When you love those you're with and are with the ones you love,

L ]

(‘l A"' e a‘ ’
hen the ones vou're with love vou, and

Whes you ase doing good 1 a2cannediygLamscanner



78 ONE.LIFE

My favorite passage in the Bible about peace i By
great prophet Isaiah, in his sxxuctl; chapter. He descripyeg o
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at could bring them what they wanted: “If

Only thing th
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PEACE TODAY
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How Jewish is your view of peace:
and it might be well with my soul, bur whar abonst the revor §
siSSl'PP"? The abused boy in Florida? The neglecred child i ¢ P
The abused wife in North Dakota? The ostracized b ack aid i ﬂ
Chicago suburb? The robbed elderly woman in Dallae: _ﬁ: —
man in Alaska who can't afford medical insurance: Jesus ,j_.__*_l h, ,!

* s VL.

kingdom society; 2 society where God’s good will is done on carth as it

is done in heaven. He dreamed of a society that in its sou] was “h‘!'."t";f

by loving God and loving others, by justice for al] and by giving pt,;.t_ ,

chance. Peace flows from those who act justly and whe behave ~lm-i ng;,_.;

I believe if peace is going to get a chance today, it must begin wi;[{ (',,-
include those who claim to be the followers of Jesus. Anyone who wants
to follow Jesus must follow the King of Peace. One of Jesus’ greatest
followers, the apostle Paul, blessed the Romans with these words: “The
God of shalom be with you all.” And, one chapter later, Paul prayed that
the God of shalom would “crush Satan” under their feet,'¢

AMY, MATT, AND DREW

Three students in the matter of one month told me their dreams, and
what they planned made me grateful to be around them. Over lunch,
[ asked Amy and Matt what they were going to do when they gradu-
ated. Amy said something like this: “We’re going to walk Africa.”
After I attached my lower jaw to my upper jaw, I asked her to

repeat herself.
“We're going to walk Africa.”

[ said, “Africa’s a big place, you know.”
So they described what they planncd to do: Fly to Cape Town,

South Africa, and walk from Cape Town up the eastern coast of
" «
Vs 1o Cairo and then over the top of Africa to Morocco (“Or

Close, a3 Amy sand

W' was my Qucstion -
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Interlude

. best word for Jesus’ dream is that he wanted it 10 oo pirg/
T;sus launched his kingdom dream at a wedding with ﬁ'i;nds and
family. He didn’t march into Jerusalem on a white horse or sail off
0 Rome t0 topple the powers that be. Instead, he set up shop ar an
ordinary house atan ordinary event, and he launched the kingdom
dream with ordinary people.

When Jesus launched his justice vision, he summoned the sick
and the blind and the wounded and the oppressed. When he called
his followers to root everything they do in love, he was speaking to
he ordinary relationships of ordinary life. When he launched his
«community” vision, he chose to do so at ordinary tables in ordinary
homes. When he showed what it was like to live in and pursue peace,
Jesus didn’t enter into the halls of laws in Jerusalem or reshape the
law books in Rome— no, he just began living that way and asked

ordinary people to join him.

Ever since Jesus, though, the Church has been tempted by
another way: the way of power, the way of might, the way of vio-
lence, the way of coercion. There’s another temptation as well, which
it to bottle or package Jesus’ kingdom dream into an institutional
zation that can perpetuate his kingdom vision. But those ways
dom dream won't be realized by power and
['hat way ruins the dream. And
y institution or reduced to an

d : - :‘-i'll'.":;"I}.
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84 ONE.LIFE

No, Jesus wanted his kingdom dream to g0 viral. He
and me and ordinary folks like us to launch the kingdop, dn:

d ‘.G" ¥

- : - . amj,
our lives. One day at a time. In ordinary ways. With ordinap, . "

. foopIg,
Why do you think we are so tempted to capture the vjgj, g

Jesus in an institution, as if it can be contained? Why do you ¢,
we are tempted so easily to coercion and force?
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he Bible tells an old story in 1 Kings that is perhaps one of the best
stories you will ever read. The Bible's story is about a young king
named Solomon, whose father, David, was the first, most famous.
and most powerful king in Israel’s history. Just before David died he
Jnnounced that his son Solomon would be the next king. Very early

in Solomon’s career God asked Solomon a question.

God: “If you could have anything you wanted, what would you
want?” (Actually, God s question is even better than that: “I will
give you whatever you want, so what do you want?”)

Solomon: “Give your servant a discerning heart to govern your
people and to distinguish between right and wrong.”

Solomon, who can have anything he wants, asks for wisdom.
God answers that request by putting on the table the things Solo-
mon did not ask for.

God: “Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth
for yourself, nor have [you] asked for the death of your ene-
mies but for discernment in administering justice, 1 will do what
you have asked. [ will give you a wise and discerning heart, so
that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there
ever be
Moreover, | will give you what you have not asked for—

voth wewlth and honor — so that in your lifetime you will have

Mo equal among kings. And if vou walk in obedience to me and
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WISDOM.Litg &

FIND A MENTOR

it «cudying Proverbs chapter one and pondering the varigys
Jords when an expression jumped off the page at me, Here are th,;
A

s from Proverbs 1, and I want to focus on the words in italics:

The Proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel:

for gaining wisdom and instruction;
for understanding words of insight;

for receiving instruction in prudent behavior,
doing what is right and just and fair;

for giving prudence to those who are simple,
knowledge and discretion to the young—

let the wise listen and add to their learning,
and let the discerning get guidance,

Proverbs .15

What jumped off the page at me was the €xpression “for recejvin
instruction.” As I pondered especially the word receiving 1 began t§
think my way around Proverbs, and then wisdom as a general idea
and then 1 began to think about how James, the brother of ]esus:

received from his brother. It dawned on me that the most important

posture for the one who wants to be wise is to be receptively reverent

toward those who are wise.

As | read carefully through the book of James something exploded
from the pages of that short letter: cveryone agrees. No book sounds
¢ like Jesus than the book of James, bur he only one time quotes

mes was a wise man, because he completely absorbed whar his
ssiah, had raught.

stopped receiving the wisdom

s follower of Jesus. Wise people

o M Scanned by CamScanner
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find someone who is wise, SOmea

loving, someone who is just, someonc who is peacefy], and gy 0
if you can rcgularly spend cime with them. Tell them thty don-t{h%

Il out a “lesson” cach day or prepare anything, Ask th Neey

. . em .

h them and do life with them once 3 v ifyo,
bt . ek or %

hear their wisdom and absorb it Nige

to
Let me urge you 0 wh,. .

to pu
can spend time Wit

a2 month, so you can :
Now the hard part. I'm going to ask you not only to ;,

tor and listen to a mentorn, but do everything you can to do
mentor advises you to do. The wise are those who are e
reverent enough toward the wise that they listen and dq

d a me“‘ |
Whatyy, |

cepti"ley
What the
wise advise.

The Kingdom.Life is the Wisdom.Life.

I learned a fresh angle on the Wisdom.Life from And

Y Stanley
pastor of the Atlanta-area megachurch North Point Communitj

Church. Andy advises that we need to learn to ask this Questiop,
“What is the wise thing to do?”"” If you slow down enough ¢, asl;

Andy’s question about what you are about to do, it will illuming,
e

everything you will ever do, and it will cast God’s radiating ligh,
on all your paths. Before choosing a career, before choosing a mate
before choosing a party, before choosing friends, before having sex:
before drinking, before spring break and during spring break and
after spring break, before pressing on the gas pedal, before turnin

on the internet, before deciding which restaurant, and before choos-

ing how to spend (or save) your money, the best question is: “What
is the wise thing to do?”

| recently tried this question out. While writing this chapter and
taking 2 break to run an errand, I drove to our local post office to
wnd off two small packages. On the way there, T drove by a small
eli that makes the world'’s best pastrami sandwich, Burt’s Deli. As

s sBist

n my way to the post oftice, my mouth watered for that

W jous pastrami with a pickle lmppml-up with garlic, and (being
3t : x by i \ g -
o | | asked mvselt ,-\nd}' Stanley's Best Questloﬂ
14 » DAt ¢ the 'J.".‘fi;:.’;{.‘l'-:;i.!u
X -~ vy % 2 B

oming back by Burt's Deli on the way home,

-,~ b to decide AN VOU SLeSs d ) —I.h.l{
pestion. whether we do wha ‘Scanied b *Eah canner

¢ or not, is the way to app
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WISDOM.LIFE 89

and it alone can keep us grounded — unlike

f our decisions . .
;;IlI ;)mo __in living the Kingdom.Life dream of Jesus.
0
JESl\{fs ¢ Wise One, and so what I'd like to do is suggest ele-
esus n ]csuS’ own life and teachings that can help us orient our
Tcntso iv 1rd wisdom. From a multitude of things we could say, I have
1::;;; { seven elements of Jesus’ wisdom and want to sketch them

briefly now:

y toward God.

mous, famous line from Solomon: “The
g of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10). The
oes not suggest cowering or cringing or buckling or break-
nts or preachers might try to force a deci-
to create that kind of fear. No, this
» The sort of thing you may sense when you see the
brush up against some artistic scene where rich col-
cS fnm[ainu o SClld a Shaﬁ ofglory into the depths
od is to begin and end your day, and every
- cciousness of living with and before God.
areness that someday we all will
count to God of what we have done and who we have been.
nsforms ordinary life into the Wisdom.Life.

#1: Orient each da
up listening to a fa

[esus grew .
' Lord is the beginnin

fear of the
\\'nrd'ft.‘d?' d

ing down, though some pare

Gon in their favor by attempting
~ " .
fear means awe.

G;rand Canyon of

s and orand shap

{
ur soul. To fear G

moment i‘t-‘.\’.'(tl]. \‘.'i[l} d COol

 before God is living with an aw

§2. Ask the “good question”
all day long until it becomes habit.
' (. res these are the two problems we all face.

har we want before anyone else,

W ilal v

rsuc ["!r.ixurc. (\\”c'“ ralk abourt

predd

rt
L3

|

i

A e 2 . thinks ;iriliLiF[\, .llll..l Pr“l)['.\ infU hcr

- wisc thing to do?” lesus, who
L - - : . .
Vi i was good and right and kind and just

w words into one burrito

If we ask ourselves the right

o, vy will do what s anod Scanned by CamScanner
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Back to the imporianes crbp | -
for our dreams 0 % |

8 2 ”5._; | ._‘.._“'
is a long shot prus 108

8 - 11 .
‘.‘E.-‘--!L" -"{ av. "“: 11X I
1210 LA :

house that overlooks . 4 ke hallenge |
v kids ¢ we forget dreams flow our of o
inner-city kids — that we forg . $ TIOw Out of whag o |
25 the Kingdom.Life, and his dream . b D

Jesus’ dream w

world. That's a big dream. TR T
How did he go about his big kingdom dream: pyq,

" ' P k
nd say, “I want this throne'™ Did 1. -
off to Jerusalem a ) Ml o .

.
riy

e
i

boat and head off to Rome and say to Caesar, “There i i
but me!” No. That was how Solomon pursued things _
everything now. Jesus’ approach, wisely, was to rake one s,
and it began in Nazareth and shifted over to the Sea of P *
a few miles and then he gathered disciples. He helped ang he |
he taught and he mentored; he listened and he observed; .
dom living daily. One day at a time.

Andy Stanley expresses this principle in these words. «
2 cumulative value to investing small amounts of time
activities over a long peric:rd.”20

My way of saying this: Wise daily living will lead to the -
God has written into our hearts. If you neglect your daily assigy.
ments, if you fail to show up for work each day, if you fail ¢ spend
time with the one (or ones) you love, if you fail to do the ordinary
task in the right way, you will get what you deserve and it won
always be good. But if you do the little wise thing daily, you will

"

{ 'l{'\:.

W
A f]t{..}

[ime!-

1{‘.||,‘.d:
did kilu;

I ]]L’[c “
In (_'L'nain

achieve the dream your life was designed to accomplish.

It works both ways:
Focus on the daily instead of the dream, but ...
Let the dream shape what you do daily.

#4: What you want to do over there begins here.

[his is a variant of number three. | begin with Jesus. What Jesus

-

it . .
really wanted was 1o rule as God's Messiah on the throne. The

e e thicand tha g sl e @By CEM SRanner
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could see it from there. That's where Jesus began
o many people have big dreams but don't real;

undly wise and simple:

7\& il ddell

prOfO 4
If you can't get the job done at home
or in your neighborhood

or in your dorm

or with the folks you work with,

Then you won't do it

“over there” or

“out there” or

“in the big bad world” either.

Quite often I have students who tell me they want to pastor, If |
know them and have time to build a relationship, I usually end up
responding with this: If you want to pastor a church, tell me about
the people you are pastoring now.

The point is simple. You don’t become a pastor because some
church hires you. You become a pastor because you are gifted to pas-
tor. Some people want to pastor great big churches but show no signs
of being able to pastor their children or their neighbors or the people
they know well. (Or can’t even get along with their closest “friends.”)

Jesus started a revolution by gathering around him his personal
family and local friends, and it grew from the small to the big. The
wise thing to do is begin now with where you are and let that dream
shape everyday living where you are. I suspect Jesus told the parable
seed — how it grew from a small seed into a bushy

g liccle things well.

of the mustard
tree — because he knew the importance of doin

#5. Everyday people are to be everyday neighbors.
folks of his day were

Whe s 1 your dream? For Jesus, [hcgl'din-"}'
, canned;bycamScan

pure of his deeam. I'm convinced many




around them because their ambitions and primg] Yearniy
them to a future that is far off. Instead of being king - thegs
the grocery store, instead of learning the neighboy’s Name, ; 7 &
of treating a family member as a friend, or instead of secin OSteaq
you work with as your companion, you may be tempted ¢, .
future with a group of imaginary people who neithe; exist a
will exist then. Noy
Everyday people became everyday neighbors tq
he loved every person he met. It is so easy to pass

Iady

live 1
Ive fOr
Now

Jesus, be,

i ) by those in oy
immediate circle (family, friends, neighbors) in order ¢o show cop, r

sion to those in Aftica or Southeast Asia or the inner city. By JEas-
treated everyone as a neighbor. The wise thing is to see every personsUs
someone loved by God, and that changes everyday people ingq yoas
everyday neighbors. This is what Jesus’ famous parable -
Samaritan is all about. The question being asked in that parable jg.
“Who is my neighbor?” Jesus reframed it by asking, “Whes in You‘r

daily lifez” That's your neighbor. Give your One.Life to your neighpyo,

of tl’le g0od

#6: Discover who you are hy loving others.

T'he Golden Rule, were we to live by it, would create the Kingdom,
Life and the Justice.Life and the Peace.Life in fifteen minutes. At the
time of Jesus there was a debate about how to find what was most
| to the Torah, the law of Moses. A story is told of a Gentile’s
become a Jewish proselyte. So he went to a famous rabbi

# Shammai and said. "Make me a proselyte on the condition

the whole Torah while I stand on one foot.” Sham-

ng strict, was repulsed by the man’s arrogance and

the more liberal-minded Hillel with the
Whar is hateful o you, do not do
Fillel s version of whar Jesus said more
na 1 want done to vou.” We call it the

-d to what | call the Jesus Creed of

s Wl
A i that by loving others

nd cunchm. & écah‘hed by.CamScanner



life, and by serving Otheis we Fmd ourselves q¢
if we think “me, me, me,” we diminjsh oursely
and we find ourselves lonely in the midst of
Solomon lived and it is unsustainable, both
Jesus lived what one European theologjan
That is, he lived for others and it wqg living
the Kingdom.Life. In relating to others we
ourselves from others, we lose ourselves.

millions, That's the life'
Personally 404

called “p :

forgive.?2 The same applies to loving other
idea until the someone you are to love js
The Wisdom.Life is shaped by loving oth

the someones you don’t like.

#7: Enemies can be loved easier than conquered.

Jesus extended love even to his enemies. Wisdo

m is known for seeing
the hand of God in ordinary ev

ents in this world and in observing

ature. Revolutionary words of Jesus
were spoken into the pious-sou nding but unsustainable conventional

wisdom of his day, which was: “Love your [Jewish] neighbor and

' Jesus responded to that conventional
wisdom because he dreamed of a different world:

what today we call the laws of n
hate your [Gentile] enemy.’

OS¢ Who pcrsecute }'ou,
be children of vour Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:44-45
followers to follow the way of God. If God

ve to do the same. If God loves all, so should
I hat meant Romans for Jesus’ world.
onented zealots foment hatred among

and fear among the Romans in their midst. He

6% against Gentiles, and he heard dreams of

+ coScanned hyCamS8canner
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ay to gain the L’H‘Id and the Way ¢
O hﬁﬂg

and [hc w g
ngdom t© be the way of loving your enemie;
e to me in about the third
chk o

. ¢ professor cam
An adjunct P cudent that he thought despised },.
lm_ i

me about 2 §
at the student’s name Was, because I had a sygp,

ber.”
him: “First, learn the student’

into class, greet him by name, T},
ke it a point to ask him abOUt.h- Ird,

way of victory
about God’s ki

classes tO tell

asked him wh
[ ’

His answer: q can’t remem

' what | said to

y time he comes

before or after the next class ma

and learn what he likes.”
o longer had troubles with thjs ,
u-

he told me he n
tten to where I like him apq I

In one week
dmitted, “T've go

dent. In fact, he a
know he likes me.”
The way to make friends of your enemies is to love them ang
keep them your enemies is to avoid lear:)

The way to
nd to avoid getting to know them. But if we 5
ray

ansform them from enemies into friends.

e thing when he told his followers to love the;
e temporary, unsustainable thrill of hatredr
an’t think of a more profound illustra-

pray for them.
ing their names
for them, we will tr
Jesus did the wis
enemies and sacrifice th
on the altar of enemy-love. I ¢
tion of the wisdom of Jesus.

IF YOU COULD HAVE ANYTHING YOU WANTED .

| here is so much more to be said, but it is probably not
here to sketch all of Jesus' wi i
J ; Jesus’ wisdom. The re: i
. cal point here i i
s to ask this

R -.";;t."" narr :
| wisdom part of your dream?
f | L’
is the P :_-:L_'.‘f._,n'_ ‘*‘_ g F
gdom. Lite tor you a Wisdom.Life?
; I ‘ “f‘kf 30 I';iug}'i *‘mu{ t K
s T R . 4 o y DO . y - ( ifs
e M e out Jesus’ Kingdom.Life,
: g Now such S Ae AR .
Koo Svanry a lite is even possible. Our next
Kined i€ the power of God availabl i
{ available to use to live the
T T pp— ' * wondering what | ate
o © Neer { hores i et I“n\ h th.“ d.“.‘
. i ! . - p— 1!
flerent times as | expe

‘peeScanned by CamScanner



l WISDOM LIFE o5

ve right by good ol’ Burt’s Deli and did the wiser thing: I

fs sandwich at home. (No pickle either!)
a (uIKey . our question:
. o to Jesus, what is a Christian?
Acczl' i;?fﬂ is one who follows Jesus by devoting her or his One.Life
A C £ ;’om qu'o . ﬁrgd by Jesus’ own imagination, to a life of lov-
19 the kIng: 1 loving others, and. to a society shaped by justice, especially

. an , ,
ing /fbﬂ, o have been marginalized, to peace, and to a life devoted to
acquiring v ,;do.m '
This, I believe, s

ketches what Jesus thought a disciple was.

ting Christ gets it all going, and Bible reading and prayer and
iccii attendance are the means, but the goal of all of this is to fol-
chur

Jow Jesus Following Jesus is about these elements:
ow :

Kingdom
Love
Justice
Peace
Wisdom

Scanned by CamScanner



hen I gave my life to Jesus in high school, way back in the Fall

of 1971, one of the first books I read was about how to live the
Christian life. That book told me how to pray and how to read the
Bible and how to Jive a disciplined life and how to avoid temptation
and how to receive guidance and how to participate in a local church
and how to serve God and how to evangelize. I drank everything up
i1 that book, and I learned from it immensely, and I remain grateful
¢ that book. I still have it and can see my high school underlining
(with a ruler) and my marginal notes.

What surprises me about that book to this day is how little it had
to do with the themes we have already sketched: kingdom, justice,
love, peace, and wisdom. I've often asked myself why so many frame
the Christian life in a way that has so little to do with the central
themes of Jesus’ own teachings and so few let Jesus’ kingdom dream
thape what it means to be a follower of Jesus. Sometimes I think the

ssence of the Christian life and the definition of a follower of Jesus
e not the same for 2 lot Of'people.

EE‘ f:f‘“ - - = : 1
» CHCVE one reason wh}' we frame rhmgs In a way that has so
i.r‘-llk‘_ rr‘ ‘( . h ’ . . . ™ o
» . ‘:-: with Jesus [c.lt.’hl!lg Is so we can tick off the thmgs we
el A "':' b F ivaw N (]
% N ..'..Hlfr-i':, l m ')rc[[\'

¢ Ghe r'*_ s

good at Bible reading, so let’s make
v L!T."._?HI c!

Jon & cments of tollowing Jesus. (Never mind that
el I 3':.,7{.‘* t‘.‘- , - s
0 b twhere only ten percent of the adules could read
¥ s B ane - :
uing oot W owned a Bible and where personal Bible
- cver ,‘T":.-.-E \ !",.%‘t

«© reading joins other things like

Scanned by CamScanner



98 ONE.LIFE

prayer and attending church becayse th

If they are observable, we can tick thep,

back and say, “What a good girl am 1
Yes, I believe in these things, by | believe ¢,

prompt us to be more just, more peaceful, €S¢ are , m
- , 5
in other words, prayer and Bib]e study ar re loyjy, A o

us into kingdom living and kingdom “e ‘.ieSIg.ned by God

other peopl e— shaped by God’s i ving jg aboy; ok © Buig,

So, let me change this discussi or us, “Ocieyy,
comes to Jesus’ kingdom dream? .

to justice? To peace? To

CSC are 0

Offand p

at

!()‘.(-.? - -
These are the ¢
hese are the ceneral

i(l('.l\ ()f-’(," 5§
: Jesus k
SO ;-‘-‘;: .é:ld SO (]L-( ‘“18

p ideas that w

k... < can never
cives. Instead, this |

—
-

C on

2d God's e 0 150 that we give our Ope L jfe ita
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is may be the hardest chapter to stomach.
w Testament begins with four Gospels that tell the

cad these stories of Jesus through, and you are led to
che fifth book of the New Testament, which is the
s. The Acts of the Apostles begins with a magnifi-
cent event called Pentecost. Someone long ago decided we’d call this
book the Acts of the Apostles (Peter and Paul), but it would be more
accurate to call it the Acts of the Holy Spirit, Beginning at Pentecost.
This has to be emphasized, because today too many of us empha-
om but ignore the Holy Spirit and Pentecost and church—
, meant nothing more than justice and peace and love
in the world (or in their country or in their state or in their local vil-
lage). But chat is not what Jesus means. Those terms might indicate

than Western democratic liberalism. Now, I like Western
d not come to establish Western

or some th
The Ne

cory of Jesus: R
what comes next,

Acts of the Apostle

size kingd
25 if kingdon

litele more
democratic liberalism, but Jesus di

democratic liberalism.
One of my favorite kingdom preachers is Minneapolis pastor of
y I heard him

Sanctuary Covenant Church, Ffrem Smith. Recentl

~ b ohia . ] '
make this st of connections:
s | '-f'lul-i! L(l::ltllll'li!}.

Fiida. W1 [
'-f nlilf-f\h-

b "' —.'.!sl'i!ltsh

-l
-
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The mess: here is so v1tally lmporta_m _
g thats alrcady clear. But what is nor -

A0I1T] y

Gd s kingdom happens when human beings are gpyy. _;
& } Spirit to do God's kingdom work in the shape F 4 ey

§ That is, when Pentecost happens, the Spirit of God .

Transforms human abilities

and

Transcends human inabilities

SO

Transformcd }N't!plt' can partcipate
In God's L‘ingdnm communiny

In the here and now

Somclhlm.trdﬂ\h‘ ming and transcending h.lppcnsimmcdiatcly
'ltl'l,youum.\ the threshe id from the ( Into rhar fifth bOOl(
hlu followers become the ¢ n nit

that acts like king—
S present. Thc Gospcls

xingdom dream of Jesus forms Spirit-

dom communiry. Why' he Spirit of

fead 10 the Acts because the

U“xmmg COMMUuN I ics
'btlh Spirit is, there




a‘ ﬂll us, but Francis Chan thinks r.he

will’ And if the Spirit comes, community will Cﬁnﬂ.{ A

Please don’t mistake what I'm saying. We are ot tal
church as many have experienced it. We are not ne . :
ing about denominations or church buildings or catec .

or priests or organs or parking lots or anything like tﬁat,
churches, in fact, are like shopping malls: people park
cars, enter the building, get what they want, get back in the »
go out to eat. Bu that’s not community (and it’s really not ch
either). The word we are using is community, and we dare not ¢ :
fuse community-less church or Christianity or religion ot Chm 1
dom with what the Spirit creates. The Spirit creates commu.mg”
makes church what the kingdom wants church to be. So, when I'sags
*Church Life” | mean that kind of community, but itisinal .

where that community forms, _

Az the very c i kingdom dream of Jesus thereisg, s
on God's society, the ( .kmh Ihr:drc.lmof‘]csusmm yon
dwell in solitude; the dream of Jesus never creates ir 11vid

md!tm 4 lesus always creates kingdom communit
had the communiy dream rushed from you by bac
* - "MM slw o ﬁl‘. ng |
® Whely thae your community dream was €

er
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peace in that it i< a result instead of an action. Peace resulyy ¢
of justice and behaviors of love. Community also emerges

2SOt o4

ing behaviors— like compassion and an embrace and forgi,
and out of acts of justice. Once again, many people say they ,,
genuine community but are not willing to lay down their live

S In L

pain of genuine relational struggle so that community will emerg, |
i+ did when Pentecost first happened. Which leads to this questiyy,

WHAT IS THE CHURCH.LIFE?

Each of the four Gospels prepares us for a Jewish festival called pey
tecost. On the day of Pentecost, the Spirit of God came rushing
down like Zeus from Mt. Olympus and swarmed that little commy-
nity of Jesus’ followers who believed Jesus' dream. They all began 1o
speak in “tongues,” which means they lost control of their tongues
and God used their tongues to declare the wonders of God. This may
weird you out as much as it weirded out those who saw the spectacle.
Regardless of your weird meter on this one, the big issue for us is
what happened soon after that event. You can find the report at the

very end of the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, one of my
favorite passages in the whole Bible:

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fel-
lowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled
with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles.
All the believers were together and had everything in common.
They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had
need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad
and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the
people. And the Lord added o their number daily those who were
being saved.

Acts 2:42-47
Scanned by CamScanner



CHURCH.LIFE 103

This is what community ‘5‘5 and this is what chuch, is and this s
why we should be able to say comfn.unity” and mean
.« what it looks like whcn' t.he Spirit overcomes a group of people,
pentecost can happen. This is what love, justice, and peace look like.
Now the most important observation: This is the kind of kingdom
cocicty Jesus had in mind.

One of my former students, Amanda, and one of the finest 've
had in my fifteen years at North Park Universit
successful career. She finished off college with a
graduate school, and now has a dream job.

Amanda recently told me she gave up on church because she can’t
find anything about Sunday morning that (1) looks like what Jesus
was all about or (2) holds her interest anymore. She can’t think that

church” This

Ys is now in a very
flourish, went on to

Jesus” mission was to create one-hour services where pastors preach
for forty minutes while passive parishioners sit (on hard seats) and
take itall in as if it is designed for them. She can’t think that spend-
ing thousands of dollars on pretry buildings is what Jesus thought
should be done with the funds of his followers. She can’t think Jesus
would want God’s called servants to spend their entire week gearing
up for a one-hour performance.

She’s right.

What many churches offer is not what you want to give your
One.Life for. Where did we get the idea that church is a one-hour
dunday morning service at 11:00 a.m.? Not from Jesus, not from his
dream parables, and not from his vision of the Kingdom.Life.

-

iany today are looking for connectedness in a common life, and
v are willing to devore their One.Life to that kind of society, but
et they are :;:zai‘éng at that weekly gathering is a group of folks
Fathered bur disconnected. The tragedy is that it doesn’t have to be
.y cthing can be done about it. It begins if we will return
munity | iwion of the earliest followers of Jesus and.let
Mappen all over again, Notice what we see in_,this carh‘esr
f Oheiseinn com; wnities, a life that can only be called Church.Life:
| with others. regardless of who they are
wed by the teachings of Jesus dnuu}‘:h his apostlcs
"Wperienced by esting with one another
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I i’;‘; m'lrr’?‘:d }TF ;1?“. £ ';' : 2 § -1-3 gl x-Eh--s;-au?
f ced away in T*T of »  Aeing
i Y 1ty and marerially
1 ife shared ecnncm.::,ﬁ-.,- and mat
’ ‘ i
Life welcomed by outsiders
Life expanded
Life unleashed

. re finding these things at the log,
[ think if more people were finding the chings  th

«This is what Life-to-the-Full logk,

ch in and say:

fie!" 1 would characterize the communiry lik

church, they’d pit
like and I want some O
of Pentecost with these words:

Friendship
Teaching the faith

Common meals
Spirituality
Worship

Holistic care for one another

Integrity
Growth

What is the alternative?

Life lived alone and unsatisfied
Life shaped by someone or something else other than Jesus

Life experienced by dining alone

Life with thick spaces between you and God
Life noted by pursuing more and more stuff
Life shaped by: “What’s mine is mine!”

Life unnoticed by others

Life stunted by “groupishness” and cliques

Life protected

As I wrote these last two paragraphs there was an ongoing conver-
atie ; - i
. n on my blog about a post called “iGens 10.” We are conversing
about Jean T - .. : ion i
fean Twenge's powerful description of her own generation o

}"i“? L‘ !l& ( m ; p -
reneration Me. A professor and researcher at San Dieg0 e
¢ the ime©

Linie é
Vhrersiey. [wenge observes social ' N
—— gacéﬂﬁga(ﬂdﬁ %mﬁga‘q er

:‘-1".' R T :
4 :.‘&f‘ Eii ¢
incovered that the current generation ©



—
-
1.

'&H”&é next generation is la
chip w an individual person )
| pwkaormanyofthmnﬁ no
e W it has never existed in their “Pm [

P dllll' it may have never existed in their family of o >
8 even been able to observe it in families of their peem e
One dullcngc for churches is going to be to really see/care about
this generation and be willing to adjust, mentor, and provide be

models and the experience of some kind of authentic fellowship.

The irony grips me hard. W hat the Church is designed to be—
community, a society. etc. —is what the Church is not. What l‘.‘h& g\
Church needs to offer the next generation is precisely what it is not:
3 fellowship. What the next generation needs more than to stand
alone is to stand w ith others, to experience Fc“owshlp, and it makes
me ask if the Church is up for the challenge. The same generation
that pfnduLtd iGens who crave fellow shlp is the same genemﬁan ‘frg

disecting the Church

Somewhere along the line kingdom became pcrsona.l sparkualky

s Sunday gatherings became services. Somewhere along the line
the Church became 3 place w here individuals could gatheronSn-
oy for one howsr and teed therr precious souls. Somewhere along t _"_
Woe we comverted Jesus kingdom dream into a personal-spiritua

. Serne bt along the line kingdom Cﬂﬂdm
& hM Ihe impact is dn‘uum‘h'l .
more than any generation in history. We
ndividuale. 3t the onset of the twenty-fin

Duskdings with L
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. Kris and I visited Pompeii i 1,

In the sum}r]ne:n Zitzl?zz nificent ruins in the world. Pom::i.;
site of on¢ of t cMoun ¢ Vesuvius exploded, burying the €ntire Cias |
destroyed when aseand] thousands of unsuspecting people, One g
and killing :::l:abl e features of Pompeii is that it lay UNNoticed N ,
the most 1€

700 years. A village named La Civita had .grown Up on apg

nearly 1, "N one even noticed until in the late eighteenth Centy

eil. : )
over Pomf:’ ind some ruins. Someone else wondered if the ruing Migh,

0 . (49 b p
someone from Pompeii. Someone else said, “Let’s figure this gy »

r L= .
have ccc)lme . wander through those magnificent ruins for hours
Today you € _ :

(and we did for almost five hours). I wonder if the twenty-seconq
an
century won’t walk all ov

er the Church-ianity of our day and e
its sites over the tops of o

ation will be the »
lfj)trel; goefnl?;e that used to be called “church.” I really do wonder,

It could happen if the Church today doesn.’t wake up to the cry
for fellowship and the mission to be community. The current gen-
ceatian vearns for chis. In fact, we all yearn for it—but many of y;
: given up or caved in and settled for the Thin.Life or the

he

= e

ur megachurches. And I wonder if 5o
ones who discover the non-communiey

R T

have simply
Personal.Life.
But there is hope because we can enter into the kingdom dream of

Jesus all over again by asking once again for the Spirit of Pentecost to
fill us, o baptize us, to swarm us, and to revolutionize us so that we live
as that carly fellowship of Jesus followers lived. The Church.Life begins
when we turn our minds, our hearts, and our hands toward God and
ask God to flood us with the Spirit of God. Is that your prayer?

WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN?

1ian 15 on )y follor : by ' ‘ ;
i ‘o T T 'fl. el L7 _/f SIS (,'r ("."f'{}::.’f{: ”'.'.'.\- or [?f‘r O"If'L’ﬂ to
e e ol m of »e l‘:' .r."{';‘: !', !J.-'I " '

€Sus own tmagination, to a hft' Qf‘h"'i"g
ocIeny --'".:_.".’-f :’"1 fustice, f‘.\";‘"(i'fd”j'fbr
peace, and to a +f¢’ devoted to

y ——) o comiext of 4 local church. This life can "’7‘{" be

. 1 Y
o [ . 1 NAecprr

'R T]
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Interlude

f asking this question for a few chapters. so
t any longer: Why is it so easy to work for
re your local church? Why do we see
terms but look down our noses at

churches? Do you think Jesus ignored the local in order to
gdom? Or did he want us to be inspired to enter into the
of his parables and then bring that back to the ordinary
ordinary world?

between church and kingdom needs to be exam-
sus meant by kingdom was the society where
¢ any reading of the Gospels will show that
dream wouldn’t happen all at once in a
ew it meant hard work, struggles, and
| people in our own neighborhoods.
fect and their society wasn't
enied him; his specially
-grubbing. Yet,
Il of his

've been thinking o
maybe | shouldn’t wai
purposes but igno

kingdom -
kingdom work in such idealistic

our local
chase the kin
imagined life
relations of our
This division
ined afresh. What Je
God’s will is done. Bu
he knew that the kingdom
perfect and sudden way. He kn
interpersonal conflict with rea
He knew his own followers weren't per
living up to the ideal. His closest follower d
chasen apostles were power-hungry and reputation
those were his people and the ones he chose to concentrate a
aentions on.
. r[l:: :}] ':lllru}hcs aren't [.)C(f-ct.'[; and if you are look.ing for the per-
ocd 'h'r"“!"- 1, you won't tm.d it. B.ut here’s somethmglvc? l-camefi:
churches reflect the realities of real humans who participate 1o

kngddom |1y _ : B
Rom living in 3 world broken by sin and systemic evil. Kingdom
and, it is the vision

e 8 e
Gexgred to take root in local u)mg&nail:li’c]shed v s
y CamScan nﬁr
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of Jesus for you and me to m:il(]'lie O;I‘ 10::] cornl'm.unity of Faig), -
primary launching piacﬁe For. ing Em :;.am iving, N Cither Gu;
local community nor mine will be the perfect one. Qy; cha“t'nge t
o settle in and strive for the lcing‘don.l dream — empowereq by Glef
Spirit— from the local community into the global village. 1, muc}i
harder but it’s the real world.

I wonder if the African word from a previous chapter, 1
shows us something here too. What makes Ubunty s notable :
the stubborn commitment of Africans to dwell with one il tls
work with one another, and to be committed to one another e;ﬂz
when they fall short of their own Ubuntu ideals.

So, Jesus’ kingdom dream is meant for this world and i i

for folks like you and me. We fall short of our own ideals, anq we

m!tu‘

dwell with others who fall short. Perhaps the commitment of “short-
of-ideals” people to one another is the very heart of what Jesus means
by kingdom living in the here and now. Which has taught me this
I owe my primary commitment to my local church, not because jt
is what I want and not because it is the ideal place, but because the
only way for Jesus” dream kingdom to take root is when local people
commit to one another to strive with one another for a just, loving,

peaceful, and wise society, beginning at home, with friends, and at
their local communiry of faith.

o

P - .
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COMMITTED.

esus was a zealot. Zealotry has its advantages when it is directed as
Jthc right object. Jesus was a moral zealot. He was an extremist, 3 t‘;¢l
I'd like you to consider the challenges he gave to his followers The
first thing I want to ask you, though, is to turn your gaze from the
Church and turn away from everyone you know who calls himself
or herself a Christian. I want you to do what Craig Keener, a devout
follower of Jesus, once had to learn when he converted from atheism
to Jesus. When he was an atheist, he said one of his nonscientific
reasons for not following Jesus was that 80 percent of the people in
his country claimed to be Jesus’ followers, yet most of them appar-
ently lived as if it made no difference for their lives.
Craig knew of some genuine followers of Jesus but, after studying
the Gospels carefully, he came to this conclusion: “T reasoned that if
[ believed that there was truly a being to whom I owed my existence
and who alone determined my eternal destiny, I would serve that being
unreservedly.” He reasoned further: “If [these] Christians did not really
believe in Jesus, there was surely no reason for myself to do s0.”26
Just read these words and imagine listening to them, believing

separate people draw out of Jesus (in bold) a

response that summons them to follow him unreservedly:

i ’ PR} L4

2 man said to him, “T will
‘oxes have holes and
lay his head.

n of Man *SC&‘hH'éEI‘By CamScanner
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“Follow me.” But he replieq, «;

n
i Othcr maitl, i Or¢
He said to a1t ” Jesus said to him, .

father. 1,
and bury 1Y ; €t the
Srszill:l:):il?;r own dead, but you g° and praclain dhe kingdop,
eal

of God.” 4. T will follow you, Lord; but first let me

Still another Sj.lby to my family.” Jesus replied, “No one wﬁz

Yok :u;]d sz;ytioi’he low and looks back is fit for service iy the
puts a han 2
kingdom of God. Luke 9:57_ 62

These sayings of Jesus summon his listene:rs to th(-e kingdom . -
and an inner core of that commitment is holy indiffe,.
Jat others think and about what others say and aboy
you because of your kingdom commitmenc. Jesus

mitment,
ence about wl

what others do to .
believed in the Committed.Life. ] N
" ki ' ned everythin :

Jesus' kingdom commitment tur ything upside doy,

including what we gain and buy and wear, and what we do with

what we have and even how much we have:

Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses
for vourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that wil|
never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.

Luke 12:33

In the same way, those of vou who do not give up everything

-
vou have cannot be my disciples.

Luke 14:33

And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers

e Fxcld grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet | tell you that not
& all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If
e Bow Lsod clothes the grass of the field, which is here today
o » Boe

il he not much more clothe

Marthew 6:28-30

at « firwt president, made an obser-
3 'L IR Peacos rh. EUHLH‘J: cvery

% o - _,l.i I'!‘
your shoes Hit Wil B
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our stockings sit neatly, and clothes handsomel)' "7
. ) : i ES‘ "
Jeeper than Washington’s concern with POMposity and " d 88 even
Jesus digs into the inner chambers of the hear; pride,

o g Th o
ring contradiction between Jesus’ [ife and : he Single-mos;
our liveg today — 3 d

e€rtains to Money
he SayS’ «

la
%’m speaking o the Western-world Christian———p

and possessions. Jim Wallis captures it wel] when
of our fascination with wealth, our €conomy has beep ‘
buying things we don’t need, with money that we don’:l;fta“:’ed %
someone has added this: “to impress people we don’t [ "y }'\nd
that don’t last.” As seminary scudents Jim and friends : WIt!] things
Bible to find every reference to the poor—and the Xfam“:d he
than two thousand. In fact, they concluded one ofyev::n 'more
verses was about the poor. Then a zealoys friend decided tﬁ L
every Bible verse about the poor to see what the Bibje wou;:t:;l tl Oulz
like. As he tells the story, “that old Bibe literally was in shredool
wouldn't hold together. It was a Bible ful] of holes.”28 "
Recently I read the story of Andrea Jaeger,

Because

. who rose as a teenager
to be the number two tennis player in the world.?? But Andrea Jae-
ger, though earning enough money to be set in opulence for life, was
unsatisfied because of the kingdom call to compassion for kids ’with
cancer. Today Andrea Jacger is an Episcopal nun devoted to caring
for sutfering children. 1 suspect Andrea’s choices have been closer to
lesus had in mind than the mild “cutting back” and “giving”
tamong Western Christians, and I say this to myself as much

these words from Martthew’s fifth chapter? Jesus goes

s vour righteousness surpasses that of

hers of the law, you will certainly not

Matthew 5:20

he expects his followers to
him everything, including

. heart of anger and tells his

Wi tiation:
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L Yiden

st it was said to the people long

You have heard th
murder, and 2070 it babaa™
Shallxi-l(;ut [ tell you that anyone whoe b angty otk o Brothe, e
rt:lct r:will be subject t0 judgment. Again, anyone who il
s ther or sister ‘Raca; is answerable to the Sanhedrip, And
- bl-c'ne who says, ‘You fool!” will be in danger of the fire of hefy
anyo : '

Matthew 5.2; _,,

-

5 <1 B h
ne who murders will be subiecs ..

-

. : ink Jesus expects his followers ;.
Forgiveness 1S hard, but I th J P €15 10 wor}

.t it. Few have lived the pains and joys of Forgiv?ness like the Rwap.
dans, who, after experiencing the horror Ofger-10c1dt'3—.. some 800,004
Tutsi were murdered—have tried b e '?h‘“f SOcICLy _bac.k together
through a process called Gacaca, their ancient form of justice, Unde,

the shade of their wild fig trees (umuvumu), trusted elders and Women
s—and they had to do this because it

and men meet to hear case
would have taken 200 years to hear the cases of the murderers el

slaughterers in their legal courts. The lflw moved into the han‘ds of the
people, and justice is at stake. But fo.rglveness and grace, administere
under the umuvumu trees, are creating a new day for Rwanda,

For an example drawn from thousands that are now being tolq
Gahigi was a Tutsi pastor who lost all but eight of the 150 member
of his Tutsi family.3® He survived by escaping to a refugee camp in
Burundi. Healing over time and through months of painful prayer,
Gahigi knew he was called to speak to those imprisoned for heinous
crimes, some of whom had murdered those he loved. After he was
done speaking to the prisoners one time, a prisoner approached him
and said, “Have mercy, have mercy.” Then the prisoner confessed to
Gahigi: “I spent many sleepless nights over you. I searched for you so
I could kill you. But have mercy on me and forgive me.”

What's it like to face a murderer of your own flesh and blood?
What's it like to face such a person who asks for grace and forgiveness?
What does one say and do? Gahigi, tested to the deepest fabric of his
soul, embraced the man and forgave him —and unleashed a cycle of

grace that is spreading slowly bur perceptibly into shalom in Rwanda.

b N L
T .
weeither Jo

WS O ANYone fl!tl,l.\' 1S \ll!‘:‘t:cl‘{illg Iﬁrgi\'t'nt‘.‘:ﬁ is eas)r

forgivencss and

i reconciliation lead us straight into
e ;‘.u: f i .

Gream ot Aiia & —_— . .
am of Jesus where love and peace and justice flow.
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goes o and now directs his words to the heart of sexyal
JcSllS S

. s:
destr® . o} 3
«You have heard that it was said, "You shall not commit adultery.

[ ou « F

ot cell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has
already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right
e causes You to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. I is
b);ttel' for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole
body to be thrown into hell. {\nd if your right hand causes you to
scumble, cut it offand throw it away. It is better for you to lose one
part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.”

Matthew 5:27-30

But Jesus goes beyond holy indifference toward others and toward
gs and toward our desires. He zooms in his favorite — love your
hbors as you rself—and applies it directly to those farthest from
neighbors, and surely this is one of his most radical demands:

thin
neig
one’s

But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,

Matthew 5:44

G. K. Chesterton said, “The Bible tells us to love our neighbors,
1nd also to love our enemies; probably because they are generally the
same pcoplc.”” That’s witty and true, but it’s also not quite what
Jesus was saying: he was telling his contemporaries that the way to
deal with the Roman occupation and the way to conquer was the
path of love. It's easy to love Israelites; it’s hard to love Romans. Jesus
-slled his contemporaries to love both.

So Jesus sums up his demand for his followers in just one line, a

line that ;‘::tl-ctl}' eXpresses the kingdom commitment:
Be perfect. therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Matthew 5:48

cruch: Jesus expected his followers to listen and

- Sermon on the Mount. Unfortunately, his

. the end of the sermon are softened for so

words in a cute little kids™ song that

" b falling he ground. “All fall down!” we said as we
i in a bundle of laughter. But these

SRR § T— ewie words from a serious, serious man.
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o who hears these words of mine and Puts
veryon e a wise man who built his house on ¢,
o s n, the streams rosc, and the winds ble,

se; yet it did not fall, because it had its

Therefore €

them into practice .
rock. The rain came

and beat against that hou

H the I'OCk' .
foundation on s these words of mine and does nq
But everyoné who hear t
ut

into practice is like a foolish man who built his house
in .
“'}hc rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds bley,

hat house, and it fell with a great crash.
Matthew 7:24_ 37

put the
on sand.
and beat against t

HE CAN'T BE SERIOUS . ..

Many have softened the blow of these words of Jesus. For instance, one of
ica’s most famous world-religions experts, Huston Smith, a so of
ies who later said, “I never met a religion I did not like,” topes
down Jesus’ demands to this: “If you think Jesus Christ is special, in hjs
own category of specialness, and you feel an affinity for him, and yoy dq
not harm others consciously, you can consider yourself a Christian 32

Do Smith’s words sound like Jesus” words?

Not to me. Ask the rich young ruler; I'm sure he thought Jesus

Amer
missionar

meant what he said:

Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what
good thing must I do to get eternal life?”
Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There

is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, keep the
commandments.”

"Which ones?” he inquired.

T !c;‘}i.c‘d. ~You shall not murder, you shall not commit
' not sn_:.al. vou shall not give false testimony, honor

other, and “love your neighbor as yourself.’”

. the young man said. “What do I still

i % !
& FlaYL BT

ERL

to be nerf,
0 be perfect, go, sell your pos-

! vou will have treasure in heaven.

(R
Le
-——
-

he went aw A ud. l\cc.msc |\€
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T Ay __@,-,‘]esus rebukcd them, told them to knock it
o W‘d them back to following him. Jesus’ _ _,- onibis!
tles proves that he didn’t demand sinless l:u:f{:ect;imq
mmdcd that his followers follow him. He expected tk
Jow him because he believed followers of Jesus really do fqlh’
One way of putting this is that Jesus wanted perfect commit neri
but knew that he would not get perfection from us. Perfect ¢ e
ment means that we surrender who we are and all we have and a.ll w

want and all our plans to Jesus.
What Jesus meant by “be perfect” are like the words of th&,
Grammy-winning song “Smooth,” featuring Rob Thomas m:h
Santana. In 1999, his song was number one for twelve consecutive
Give me your heart » :r

Mabke it real g
Or else forgr! about it %

I can see Jesus using those very words to his disciples and
dally 10 wannabe disciples. That's the way he was and thatsh
talked because that s what he expected. Hcrcsmupmbkm
do we not like ultimatums, but we have too m ,..3.
-:#ju-mmhmhummdwh_ wve b n
*d e

irpa

s



iy Christian relief and development organizations in th ba
B Richard was a Christian but he admits that in his wildly sye-
| and even opulent lifestyle he had become a “coward for God”
A friend, Bill Bryce, was raising money for a top-notch seminary
but had been offered a new job to raise money for World Vision, In
making that decision, Bill asked Richard for his advice, and Richard
thought it was a no-brainer — raising money for a dusty seminary
versus raising money to save starving children was not a decision,
Thirteen years later Bill, still with World Vision, which was losing its
fine president, called Richard to tell him that he sensed God might
be calling Richard to be the next president.

Richard laughed at him. His words: “I wasn’t even interested or
available. I had made it to the top, loved my job, loved my house and
community, and had five young kids who attended a great Christian
school, and | had no intention of uprooting them.” His friend Bill
Pushed a lictde more and Richard got pushy himself, and closed the

_ €onversation with these memorable words: “If God wants me,
Ao where to find me.” Afrer all, Richard reasoned, he was
- ’hy business selling goods to the rich. But Richard
e the toughes existenial challenge he'd ever met. Ieall
Aoy statement he had o face: “You
o & G s 2 oaiil

e L Ty s e
rLe &1



re important 1 my identity. It was a struggle because combors
mo :

qand money - .
¢ willingness O do what Jesus wants us to do. But World Vision
Ou Ly H .

o Richard was the person for the job so they called. Richard
interViCWCd'v World Vision offered him the presidency. Bur Richard
backed off and wobbled and gave lame excuses.

Then after a missions conference one night, Richard sar with
his wife, Renée, in their kitchen when it all came crashing down on
him: the needs of the children around the world and his intoxication
with a career and the call of Jesus upon his life and the gospel of the
kingdom that means more than fire insurance.

He broke down sobbing. God was calling. That April he
accepted, in May he resigned from his business, in June he became
World Vision’s president, in July the movers collected his stuff from
his two-hundred-year-old farmhouse on five acres, in August he was

in the jungles of Uganda. He’s been traveling the world for World
33

d what Jesus called mammon has a way of suffocarin

Vision ever since.

THE SUM OF IT ALL

I've been teaching for more than two decades. I've been studying the
teachings of Jesus as a professional, which doesn’t make me perfect
or mean my ideas are better, but it does at least mean I've been at
this awhile.

There are a number of words that run like water through each of
those sayings we have already quoted from Jesus. We can call this set
of Jesus’ teachings holiness or righteousness or discipleship or kingdom
vision, but what we call them is not that important.

What is important is that we have two options:

You can dismiss Jesus” morally zealous words as unrealistic.
OR
Vou can take his words as a summons to give yourself to Jesus.

That is. vou can take these words as a summons to love God and
0 love Jesus and to love yourself and to love nthcrs——totall}'- JCSUS’
“achings are noe 3 set of morals or a set of teachings or even a lofty
wepan Lw or 3 religion. They are }anmllld- ["fn\'nc.lti\'C‘ U“cr]}' (at
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times) unthinkable and undoable challenges w© get you o ra, 2
at who it is that utters these words. to think abowr wheid.,
he’s worth the effort, and a summons to give your entire sif |

soul, mind, strength, body. and spirit—to Jesus himeelf

They are a summons to love him and to give yourself 5 .,
The way a lover gives her body to the one she loves

The way a man gives his body to the woman he loves

In every act of love you either give your heart or trade you; soul

Bur...
Jesus invites you to give yourself to him, an act of heart 44 sou

Yes, like in the lyrics of “Smooth,” he invites you into two Options:
“Give me your heart. Make it real. Or else forget about it.” Jesys i "
love-me-completely zealot.

Jesus doesn’t want just your talents. He doesn’t want just yoy,
dreams. He doesn’t want just your abilities. He doesn’t want jug
your mind. He doesn’t want just your job. He doesn’t want only yoyr
grades. He doesn’t want just your boyfriend or girlfriend. He doesn’
want just your money. He doesn’t want just your kids or your spouse,
He doesn’t want just your gifts.

He wants you.

He doesn’t want something from you, he wants you.
He wants your One.Life.

He wants you to live the Committed.Life.

He isn’t asking you to commit to a system or an idea or an ideal.
He isn't asking you to throw yourself into a religion or a logical sys-
rem. First and foremost, and without this the whole thing crumbles
into a deconstructed myth, he wants you to commit yourself unre-
servedly to him.

If you give yourself to Jesus, he transforms your talents and your
dreams and your abilities and your mind and your job and your
gut%r-: and the rr].ms m‘.hlp o lllc ones you |m’c ;lnd )four money
wd e converts them into kingdom explorations and kingdom

Aatlenges. When you give vourselt to Jesus, your life becomes the

X ngtonn. Life. But the K v IR int‘fS@anmedpby @am@ééﬁ’]ner
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elf (your One.Life) to Jesus,.and thaf means also to his king-
nd to those who are in that kingdom dream already.

becomes real very fast. When Jesus speaks to us about
means our body and sex and he means our job and

OUI'S
Jom dream 2
His vision
ouf mtal life he
what we give ouf ..
a kingdom Vvisl
s of life: our love life and our work life.

Jife to on a daily basis. So I'd like to explore with

on means for two of the most common

dimen sion
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Interlude

ve never met anyone who is against peace with God and others.
,and [’'ve never met anyone against justice, and I've never met anyv-
one who is really against love. In fact, it is not a stretch to think th-'J[
the kingdom dream of Jesus puts into words the deepest dream of
everyone. Which leads to the double-edged question:

Why is this dream still so much about the future and

so little about what is going on now?

Let me stop what I think may be going on in the heads of many:
the answer to that double-edged question is not to be sought in the
faults of others. We can’t stand up now and say, “It would happen if
everyone in the world were like me.” We can’t point our fingers and
say, “It’s because of the Communists or the Marxists or the Demo-
crats or the Republicans.” We can’t even point at our parents and say,

“If only I hadn’t had a cold and distant father.”

[ want to ask this question more directly now and I'm asking you
to be deadly honest:

Why is this kingdom dream still so much about your future and

not about what is going on in your life right now?

realizing this dream in your life? Why do you
God and with v()urselfand with oth-
where you go? Why are

Wl P
W hv arent vou

"
& yoursweil not at F*‘.!- [ '..‘}”J

v ie I Ot practicing ill‘»[iu(' L'\'(_'l‘}"
! & KA. v :' o - - .\'|:‘: }‘;_.l:' ]""E'}l: (’[ll(:rs'/
o X w want this dream but &.lll‘t “lld (| 94

he ave the Kingdom. Lifc
‘ Scanned by CamScanner
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first groug fully integrates faith and their sexual
L‘ “when they don’t live up to them — while the second group e
~ (or almost no) connection between spirituality and sexual behat.
The “godly” students do not believe sex is a personal decision ' P
instead “always religious” and it is always “other-centered -
Freitas discovered that their faith tells godly studenes .l A
things this way. The “secular” students, on the other hand, split sex
and religion into two entirely separate spheres, according to Frejeas,
What they do sexually is “nobody else’s business as long as every-
one directly involved consents.”?* But it is not because the seculas
students are not spiritual; in fact, Freitas concluded that the secular
students’ spirituality simply says almost nothing about sex. For some
of them, good sexual relations zre a form of spirituality.
If you have One.Life, what do you want your love and sex life to
look like when you look back on it when you are older? «'
Someone who follows Jesus and who gives her or his One.Life to
the kingdom dream of Jesus, and that means surrendering to become
a moral zealot like Jesus, asks yet another question: What does Jesus’ 3
kingdom dream —a kingdom marked by self-sacrificing love, jus-
tice, wisdom, and peace — have to say about the sexual culture of
 today? Where does sexuality fit into the dream kingdom of Jesus
- Besides the rather obvious point that Jesus grew up in 2 Wo
atked by Torah, and a Torah that prohibited sex for ﬁ

..

o



-

has r9e8 h to say showr wy rabiry . ok _
Lo PIS T ' ™ wranis. -
EeE ’ [ "‘i-‘ ‘Q’\
e &
. o i h
tr;.ﬂ““j'

THREE KINDS OF SEXUAL STATISTICS

There are three kinds of statistics abupss e St

: e Rl
Of‘,oung [and not al“a}.s ad‘jhi 'f}d‘{;- ¥ Masi .

“The first kind of statistics cover the detail:

+ By the time of graduation from hig},
cent of high school students haye l:ad SeX.

o Adolescent females who are sexually activ
and nineteen years old will haye, 0;1 aver
sexual partners during their |jves.

e Sixteen percent of high school students
sexual partners.

* About 70 percent of college students haye
least one partner in the last year,

* Nearly 50 percent of college studengs have had oral sex i the
last thirty days. ‘ ‘

* Between 10 percent (females) and 17 percent (
lege students have had three or more partners

school.

- -

,'!_if"-f'{.\‘\(? . Der

i
¢ between f; freen
8¢, seven differen;

have had four or more

had sex with 4

males) of col-
in the last year.

A second kind of statistics concern aztitudes and experiences, and
this evidence should deeply concern the follower of Jesus.

Only one-third of the females report that they really wanted to
have sex the first time they had sex. (There’s more here than just
hesitancy about sex; many of these women admit to coercion and
unwillingness to do what they did.)

“While two our of three young men said it was better to get mar-

ried than go through life single, fewer than half of the young women
felt that way” — so reports Laura Sessions Stepp who has become
Vmerica's leading journalist on the sexual behaviors of young women.

| he subritle of her book Unhooked reveals a powerful undercurrent

JJsor tells us that in one study of 555 undergrads,

lét?'tnw Aage age -, * by .hh! hﬂ"&ﬂt ) qunedlbyj ﬁa-m&ann r

™ 2 N rvvy
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their evenings planning to have some form of sex, with ne Par;
person in min »36 WCtilay
Many who eng
e next morning
i Manus, pasto
. “There is N0 SUC
With it, cither you give your heart, or you i
hout giving love, but )’olf your
Can’t

«ual behaviors this way walk hg,

absorbed with a sense of shame i

r at Los Angeles’s Mosaic, Captnr

h thing as free sex. It ;;,:his
ays

age in se
that

co
soul.” That is, “you can have sex Wit
have sex without giving a part of yourself.”37
The results— the statistics above— show that many, if
Y» 1 N0t mogt

g in casual sex are profoundly dissatisf;
N Stied
h that they are callin ;
- X . g into question the
ion in society: marriage.
nt statistic in all of this though h
as

g adults dabblin
ssatisfied enoug
important institut
and most importa
ature of the relationship:

of these students is in a
th whom they are engaging in sexual activitie
Sc

to hear that sex has found a way to

of youn
with it, di
single most
The third
t0 do with the n
Almost none
ship with the one wi
Few today would b

break itself free from faitl
s moorings to a serious

serious, long-term relation-

e surprised
.. but evidence now shows that sex has also
lost it relationship. Sex has become gettin

are (relationally) “unhooked from”i

“hooked up” with those who

serious relationship.

asy to pull the heavy hammer out on this one and

It is oo ¢
Lo 3 ; 9 « .
it's wrong~ or purity matters’ or

expressions like
esus would have inherited from

Fr«.;zr?d away with
' all of which ]

for n‘:.-eni.qgc"——

sex is fo

his parents and read in his Torah and absorbed in his culture. But

evid shows that che “it's wrong~ strategy is not working, and

1 : ‘..’4 | deeper and ask if words like kingdom and justice

Ir l4 ohteousness and wisdom address these pervasive sexual
b ®

’ BIORSE S do you want in the One.Life

BEMAVIORS OF LOVE

LR }.t’.' e
. § wWiaw § ¢
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SEX.LIFE 57

of relationships—ayoung woman asked me jf
¢ than five minutes she said these things
exfect time for me. F’vc been living with my boy
wanted © but he insisted, and a few weeks back
. scen him since. I need this class to think ag
hat it means €0 love a man. Thanks.”

«I'm glad you are taking this class,” I said.

And she walked away. It made me head back to my off;
dering what ™Y students might be going through——n)nyost :F tiznm-

s.he could talk ¢ me
T.hls class comes at [h(;
friend for 5 year. I neyer
he got mad and left, I'ye

ain about who | am and

[n les

no

in silence.
¢ interviewing scads of youn
Afte g young women who opened up the

s of their hooking-up practices to her, Laura Sessions Ste
spokf of the damage this does to young women: “A girl can tuclf z
Trojan in her purse on Satu rday night, but there is no such device to

closet

njH
protect her heart.
In other words, there’s more to sex than the body. Sex implicates

the emotions. Because there is no prophylactic for the heart, many

coday suppress the emotions involved in a genuine relationship. A

Pm{ca«nr of health education at Indiana University asks this ques- |

ion: “Hooking up is purposely uncaring, [f they turn off the emo-

tional spigot during this time, what will happen to them as older
adults?™”
listen to these words of a young woman: “You're supposed to

L now \‘\'h.il o tlt‘l .111&1 ]]U‘-‘.' [0 Lln 1t .1nd I]ow to fee] during a_nd after..

ward. You learn to turn everything off except your body and make
; £ 4

urself emotionally invulnerable.™"
another woman expresses how she has learned to steel

inst the pain, but she makes her point in a question that
licted nds of our sexual culture: “Does that

e seif-intlicted wou

ion eventually start to break down when

K5 connectl

YT [—
00 YR

aIC SCX W i{'Il l()\ c‘.-'“'"‘L
~wine college students who had been involved in
mmitted, Donna Freitas

they were not €O
nvironment they felt

{ living in the ¢

the pressure (0 ['.-.lrticip-.uc in encoun-
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sA I f}f FEITHIONS SYruseismen | By P
_neratt thie SEENE GOp perien e phetvmes of g

{"' ': g?ke ,h{ ;v(.l_—ag 3T¢ e N !.\y.j'_*u_ mg q.m % - -'.'"'"“1‘-5?«»-

fore.
cherete " : Cotned 203 oo th dacie ]
el dcstgﬁ‘-’d by God o create the desire to hpve s ——

‘j‘-mmin » e *
‘ thcff'.’é more to 5€X NCUrocNEMICally than pheae e
ut . .
The brains of both men and women release neurochemicals dus
behaviors that also say: “T am bonding emotionally wich

ing cexual i o
< in tells a woman’s brain that the man is hers and vaen

you.” Oxytocl
' ssin tells the man’s brain that the woman is his.

r . . . .
P Here is an alarming medical conclusion: Bonding occurs chemi-

ally whenever sexual relations occur— not just when a person
chooses bon
in love with another person.

One more brain item: When anyone engages in sexual behaviors,

the brain creates pathways of connection that render that experience
easier to repeat and, in fact, that render that experience something
the brain wants to repeat over and over. That is, synaptic pathways,
or tunnels of sexual pleasure, are created in the brain simply by

ding to occur and not just when a person is intimately

engaging in sexual behaviors.

Which leads to a problem. When a young man or a young
woman begins to sleep around or share sexual experiences with more
than one person, shame and feeling dirty result because our God-
designed brain gets confused. That sense of feeling dirty is partly the
neurochemicals in the brain saying, “I'm confused. Who is this new
person you are having sex with?”

What we all need to keep in mind is that our brain and neuro-
chemicals remember the synaptic pathways of former lovers. This is
exactly what the comments of the young adults above were leading
to. Those who engage in sexual behaviors are opening brain flow
that can become massively complex and frustrating for the person
who wants to create multiple bonding experiences. The question the
young people | quntcd above are asking is the right one: Does this
behavior create obstacles for future healthy intimacy and obstacles
for the possibility of long-term faithful, loving relationship?

Ihe answer, according to science, is yes. Sex devoid of relational

omeniement confuses our brain's neurochemicals and begins to cor-

Ve e pacKyY for one of our ;{Cr[‘f‘s&ﬁ'ﬁﬁégﬁry‘" gﬁ‘%rscan ner



nt and faithfulness, ©f bonding with someone whe 4,

ngage in the hookup culture

Itis impossible to € : -
without damaging your brain’s innate desire
for healthy: faithful, emotional bonding.

fession: “Talso realized that hooking up k.4
g up had

self-worth, love, relationships and expe
d,”-’*ﬁ . P Cta-

Alicia makes this con

influenced my notions of
rions of men in Ways [ hadn'’t realize

] assure you there’s a better way: It

SEX AND LOVE

Jesus's view of sex an
they emerged out of Is

d love were profoundly Jewish, and that means
rael’s story and Israel’s Scriptures, what Chris-
tians today call the Old Testament. In that context, love and sex were
about consummating marriage, procreation, expression of love and
sure—but all of this in the context of a rugged, realistic lifetime
mitment where the body really does matter. 46

Let’s begin with the :dea that the body really does matter, because
for some Christians the body is inferior to the soul or spirit or mind.
Therefore, to them, what the body does doesn’t really matter. That’s

a form of Gnosticism.

For others, while they think what they do with their body does
matter, they can’t integrate their spirituality into their embodiedness.
So, instead of seeing their body as important to following Jesus, they
let it tag along to the spirituality game they play but hope the body
keeps quiet the whole time and perhaps sits in the corner without

plea

com

attracting atrention to itself.

:‘I'h e one daing Jesus learned in the Jewish world was that the body
r'; .i »Ennuincr for the spirit but that the body is fully integrated with
lS :,, !:f“{:f:.t':!-. “tl“tr_'!'r'i_% .uunplclc integration of body and spirit. So,

put this way: The reason Jesus and his Jewish world talked

st wex and bod

' ANG DO ICS SO MUK h was l‘(_. . I '

| L '.7‘ .L‘{ w! mat ; ' ) .l1I\L l ](. l’l)ti\' \‘,JS SO lnlportant'
7 MAteTs and what v . ; v .
::'-;. e ; 1Al .\11'”.‘ (I(‘ ‘\l!l‘ Vi ‘llr l“hl\. is \.Ollr Spir]tuall[}r!
W ¢ —— v /

e tanght about d stic commitment can be found in what
N GIvYerre A ok »

.

the Lime of lesys ere
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in most culture .

s there are ml:n o E On mog ISSueg Most of
e i 0 0 ;
e pelieved that divorce should b Branted pe, the ¢
0!1'*g ood reasom, and thatapermlssible diVOrcc mlsslvd),
or 87 arriage. A famous rabbi, Hillel jg ¢,y with
Ith th;

ble ™ oroup, led by 2 rabbi named Shammaj o 'S view,

not.ﬂf‘b]e ground of divorce (and remarriage; Wou h
Pcrmls?; Deuteronomy 24:1. The verse indicateg th:: "
augh displeased with his wife if he “finds fomet};‘a .
becnl“;cr On those two Hebrew words, P i m“

| r) che fate of families hung, For Shamum, ar (

09"t sexual immorality like adultery or jnce
cent M ;}m[cvcr displeased the man—and ¢} _——
n:r i[lustrated to be as broad as: “Even if she Veness of thqy
[ chis context of a mg‘mg debate aboyt Permissivenegy j n div
Jrriage, we get this report from Matthew 19. orce
wrisees came to him to test him, The
y divorce his wife for

Somethjy,
; something inde.

st. But f, Hillg] it

i
.ndcccﬂ

and rem )
usl"n[‘ I I]l y asked-) ‘IS it law..

" N e any and every reason?’ ” v.3)

L < . I: . . ® "
e ic_they are asking if Hillel is right- :
[hat1s, they . fi gd > - ,you 8¢ permissibe

' st any reason you can find? Je.
givorce for most an\ . Jesus Iesponse astounded

his disciples, and he gives his answer in three parts, and thege

. _ Imanent
4 hat sexual relations and love make sense only within that context:

¢1- God makes the marriage,

ELl
eIk

11 illustrate that Jesus believed thar marriage was pe

rhercfore what God has joined together, let no one separate” (v, )

¢1- Divorce was only permitted due to sin.
“Moses permitted yvou to divorce vour wives because your hearts
_wr hard But it was not this way from the beginning” (v. 8).

divorces his wife, except for sexual
ther woman commits adultery” (v. 9).
s imbibed the permissiveness of

-
> I

: hushand and wite, it is better

site. morally zealous
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132 ONE.LIFE

Not everyone can accept this word, but only those tlc: whom i -
been given. For some are eu nuchs because they were born thay way:
others have been made eunuchs; and others have renounced Mar. .
riage because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accepy ‘

this should accept it.
(vv. 1] 12)

If those words don’t illustrate the moral zeal of Jesys and hj
belief that marriage is for keeps, then nothing does.

But this forces another issue to arise. “Okay,” you might say, «
can see that Jesus’ moral zeal led him to believe marriage wag per-
manent and that sex only made sense within a context of rugged
commitment to one another forever. I can see that. Bur where’s the
love? It’s got to be more than just keeping the law.”

You're right, and this is why we not only have to listen to Jesus in
light of his historical context but also in light of his Bible.

The biggest problem with understanding sex today is thar we
don’t understand what love is. Here’s where we are headed: Love js
not what we call romance, neither is it dopamine highs. Brain sci-
entists will tell us right up front that both of those expressions are
mostly chemical.

What then is love? Love is a rugged commitment to be with
someone. “Being with” is what love is all about. And in a Christian

context for someone who follows Jesus, love is being with someone
as we both follow Jesus. The Bible sketches a wonderful view of love,

1y

and it's one we need to listen to more carefully.

Isracl’s story had one book that was devoted to this theme of

rueecd

igeed, committed love and marriage and sex, and it is a book that
presents whar can only be called a kingdom ideal of love, sex, and
refationship: the Song of Solomon. This book, which is a series of
beautiful, evocative, and eroric poems, shaped Jews to see that love

and s belonged together, [his Was in dmm;}[ic contrast to “’hat

they were finding in Greece and Rome ar the time. The Song of Sol-
WO Peveals two humans — a man and his wife — who are obsessed
. L fapturous love, who playfully delight in on¢

Fand bodies, and whose words are so 01h(‘l’-(‘“mml
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ot ONE (TSt describe this book 35 Somps of [hlihy

Jﬂ’f g .{m':m'r, cake MU
' » another as they coo love posme 1o are geed
! - -5*”;{.-

sayift B _
(Song of Songs) 4:16-5:1.

'mjﬁg-{' 'h

:magination 0 know wh
h imag - (o wiae thegs mie b

gardcn,
nce may spread abroad.

d come into his garden

BIUW on my
chat itS fragr

Let mYy belove
and 1aste its choice fruits.

He .
[ have come into my garden, my sister, my bride;
[ have gathered my myrrh with my spice.

[ have eaten mY honeycomb and my honey;

[ have drunk my wine and my milk.

Friends
Eat, friends, and drink;

drink your fill of love.

O this from Song of Solomon 7.6—9, 10—12:

He
How beautiful you are and how pleasing,

my love, with your delights!
Your stature is like chat of the palm,

and your breasts like clusters of fruit.
[ said, “I will climb the palm tree;

[ will take hold of its fruit.”

May vour breasts be like clusters of grapes on the vine, .

the fragrance of your breath like apples,
and vour mouth like the best wine. 1
Mav the wine go straight to my heloved, ii
¥
!

snd teeth

Foiga [ F

whmm Scanned by CamScanner
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“.” i secunl bnmnafh-. ¢ Sor
at Israel’s “love and sex” manual. But there i o

ve ﬁedommlneddlghtsofthmmoanaddm =
n ﬁ&mitmd relationship that expressed itself in being “wigh®
~ another. These two poets come alive in loving one another. [y of
words, the themes are shaped by chemically induced Commh
that are found in the release of vasopressm and oxytocin: ‘I am my
beloved’s and my beloved is mine.”

Sex is about relationship.

Sex is about love.
Without relationship and love, sex wounds.

Student after student tells me the same story, sometimes without
even using words.

THE THREE HARDEST WORDS
TO SAY TODAY: “I.LOVE.YOU.”

l'hmns. Jesus’ dream constantly affirms, are made to love one
‘ r, and only in loving others do humans become fully human.
are wired to connect with one another and in that rela-
1 the electricity of love flows and lights up the |
Gukoulympartofthns clccmc connec:im-)‘: i

er



WEXiwe 2

{ jove YOU means -

i;‘;ﬂ_; jam needy.

ldie g2: lam weak. e

l‘ic £3; ] am dependent (or codependent

[’ic #4: 1 lose MY independence.

Our culture has rammed this li_st of.s}'sze:m--:r..aa?ﬁr;g lies invo

. ds and hearts of this generation. Yes, some humans connecr

thCn;: s out of an unhealthy neediness or weakness and become
t0 Ot crdenf and lose their sense of self. But, God made us to love
codepen o connect to others and it is not wrong to be social and

others and t
(o fall in love

Jnother person — 1 K1 . .
wife, Kris S didn’t want to live without her (and still don').
t

[ was fifteen and Kris was fifteen; we were sophomores in high
dn’t wait to see her between classes and after school

so much that you feel like you can't exist without
I know I felt that way when I fell in love with my

school. I coul
and on the wee

plcte unless Kris was in it
We've been with one another for more than three decades, which

< we've done lots of things together. Every evening for the last
eight years, usually around 4:00 p.m., I make our dinner salad. I get
out the spinach leaves and the cutting board and the knife and the
bowl, and I wash the leaves and then cut the leaves carefully into
smaller bits. Then I get out broccoli slaw and tomatoes and onions
2nd Pecorino Romano cheese and dried berries and nuts and broccoli
forets and carrots. Then I begin to chop away, and in about fifteen

kends. The world, so it seemed to me, wasn’t com-

mean

minutes the salad is ready.
You might be wondering why I've only been doing this for eight

vears, so I'll tell you: Kris and I had been married for twenty-eight
vears before it dawned on me to help in the kitchen. Kris isa psychol—
ogite, and she knew just how to handle my eagerness at that point.

She encouraged me. and within two days the job was mine! What
' el wi is thar love is not simply about dopamine rushes and
bone special moments of intimacy. Love in the Bible is about being
wih somerme in 3 lifetime commitment, and the routine activities

e e ek e wlad o arScannedhby iCarmStanner



136 ONE.LIFE
is in these sorts of ways, and it is y},
this

¢ that shapes ouf marriage and our love,

nk we have progrcssed beyond those days of ;
person sO much we don’t feel complete Wi&ti‘
urselves to be with another person fo; )
in a CNN.com column,?” was Speakina
ruggles in relationships and thinkip
herapist might just delve into some “childhood fathcg
n her therapist uttered these jaw-dropping wor d;
just happier in 2 relationship.” '
d herself: “Huh? Isn’t the modern woman sup-
osed to be totally amazing on her own?” Then she thought through
discover this: “When in committed relationships
[ was depressed.” What was most jaw-’
his conclusion: “And perhaps ‘need-
more basic human instinct— not

for reproduction, but for companionship.” Leonora is not about to
¢ “better alone” thinking though: “The idea still doesn’t

ho has put so much energy into mak-

be with someonec. [ am with Kr

kind of “withnes

Many today thi
y loving another
m or committing ©
Leonora Epstein,
rapist about her st

turousl
out the
lifetime.
with her the
the feminist €
complex” whe
“Some women are

Epstein question¢

p

her own story to

s happier. When single,
g in her reflections was t
ing a man’ is an indication of the

[ wa

droppin

give up on he
sit right with me as someonc W
ing me happy.”

The message of ot
your affirmations from yourself and your accomplishments: “Don’t

ke the commitment for life but just see how long it lasts.” So we
ave z'gcncralion of highly inspired workaholics who are strugglin

with the decision to avoid companionship as a central goal of 1if§
dies are showing, they are becoming more and more

ir culture is to do it on your own and to get

3

—

N
s rrther Sf
§ othcr stu

and. 2
.-if:'_;':'::t-':.: .'.T‘:;-.E-‘-J}'f of the absence of committed relationships.
, | nsread ::c:::g‘:augh? char the aim of life is to love God and
i ~ F.. :‘l'-.%'l;zc'lnla bonding relationship with one
paches ¢ 10 be “with” that person for lite, our culture
T e ke e constraint on a life already full with
wie loee 3 '.f"' ‘J"‘,...-_ -; -J_'-F.T _I -," {JL;}'!” th—u = ﬂl“‘-'!\' l‘n”n gCHU'
fhs o i P S ommitment, our culture hears
lina Turner: “What's love got to do with ie?”
3 said it this way: “Commit-

| S
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g other things: “1 think thar evee 4
-+ - IT SUVS Jne
w4 5 e

', his focus i
becaﬂ-“. bout having 2 girlfriend so much. It’s. like. somewt
o“'or?n .50 The burden or constraint of cnmmit;s;i ’ -:z -

bucrsarisﬁcs human relationships, has become an f"Pﬂ'm.r_‘?-‘«._:.rl.- r
g.loﬁfor nany. Laura Sessions Stepp says this so well: ';S‘izmum{! Freud
ife -4 to have believed that a happy life is made up of two rhrlr\xl:-
work. Society has asked [today’s] young women to L'h(‘.lii:(-'
and they've chosen work, at least for the short

[“’Eﬂn thc [WO}
»51 The instinct tO work is clashing with the potentially soul

rerm. .
atisfying Jemands of lasting love.

Our culture; and clearly this can be exaggerated, finds “I love
be the hardest three words to say. Why? This generation
knows what real love costs and that it means committing to be with
someone forever. A young Duke University woman named Anne
Katharine Wales says this: “Somewhere along the line most of us
have gotten really close to someone, maybe even fallen in love.. .. For
some reason, this scares us beyond belief. Somehow this doesn’t fit
wich our plan of achieving our dreams. We want to be independent;
we want to go off and change the world in our own way. But we

ling for someone else.”* The result is a genera-

never planned on fal
cion that is wary and cynical and selfish and anxious about love.

That wariness is wounding this generation deeply and hooking up is

not satisfying its yearnings.

ROMANCE, ANYONE?

Seudies show that the deepest kind of romance desired today is
that 2 young woman wants a boyfriend and a young man wants

girlfriend, and they want to hold hands in public, going on official

dates, and just plain talking with one another. In other words, they

want someone who will be “with” them in a loyal way.

Donna Freitas interviewed a sexy young woman named Amy.
like her

St her nd dhe likes o dress the Beafthed"byCamScanner

u” 1o
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s the part. She knows it. It “helps me feg
“I just want to be fun.” Freitas Obseri

y downa painful path, and she offers ae.s thay

e core of Amy’s dream: “There js OneP;tcnt

thing that the gitl who seems O have everything is missing: , | J
friend.” After getting to know Amy, Freitas says: “Amy seally 0.
to finda boyfriend, someone who will love her. She’s tried evey tlj'nts
she knows: hooking up> being friends with benefits, Playiny hm
to get. Nothing has wotked.” She continues: “[Amy Wanted]ga arg
boyfriend, one who loved her and respected her, and why v, rea)
nship in public by doing something a5 si;l;:ld

e

admit to their relatio
as asking her on a date ot holding her hand while walking 5,
08s

»53 \What Amy wants is the norm, but our culture ,

to be hot and dre
about myself,” she says.
g fun” has Jed Am

“bein
observation that lies at th

campus.
culture—works against it.

Donna Freitas discovered in talking to college students thay th

e

number one romantic experience was “just talking” and “talking f

* 1 fact, Hephzibah Anderson, in her confession Ofayt‘ar-lo::r
commitment to chastity, described how relationships without se)g;
were more romantic and emotionally satisfying, because, as she puts
it: “When you've closed yourself off physically, it’s easier to open up

hours.

emotionally.”
This is where a good dose of Jesus’ kingdom vision deconstructs

a culture gone terribly awry. For Jesus, the kingdom vision of love
él.;sticc‘ peace, and wisdom shapes everything, Personal relation:
.\::é'm' because they emerge out of that vision, will also be shaped by
love, gL peace, and wisdom. Romance is a desire and love is a
{esire because God wired us to connect with others, and to connect
otionally, spiritually, physically, and sexually. But emo-

ohysical, and sexual love only work well between

cnough to start a family and to be with

: -+ forever. (I'm not suggesting that singleness is wrong; I

' - : M WOVTIC ez in the aa . : . i
was, in the sense of lasting commitment, 15

sbout how love and sex have become dis-

has become something to fear

S et o e Scanned-by GamSeanner
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it"g .'\ﬂf!te !a‘é;!*!g' r_\b}f”H‘_\_ 3 ‘-"J-. r-. ::-‘:f-“'h‘: ""?--'_Aw'-. s

ett —
ln"er . - .
s _hat is going on with young women today in 3 wedd wie
lt v A & -1 P - -
y l rfiﬂtions ha\'c hOppCd '.hff ratis ot decency. ;L_a Siviane b "
xua : " - . i 3
s¢ . being described in the hook-up culture “is 2 saze of being w0

1.'.‘h3[ 1

of love tha

R R/ L8 i -
an sustain.” W ith wisdom, Anette warns of the breakdown

¢ will happen to those in the hook-up culture. She says:

[t must [or, will] morph into something else, which could include she

ﬁaﬂawiﬂ&'

o Men cannot be trusted, I want to stick closer to my girlfriends than my
male partners. Maybe I even want to explore sexual relationships with
women I can trust because they also feel the same way.

o People cannot be trusted, so I would rather be an island unto others.
o ] feel unworthy of someone’s love, so I will not dare to hope in love
om a partner, or others).
o Depression! (It only takes a bricf glance at stats on the use of anti-
depressants among young adults and college students to realize this is
happening a Jot.)

Sexuality is a much more integral part of who we are as human beings
than we generally care to admit,

What would Jesus say? Jesus is weeping. Why? Not simply
because purity codes have been crossed but because what lies behind
the traditional Jewish (biblical) laws about sex express what matters
most to Jesus: love, justice, peace, and wisdom. Our culture has dis-
worted love from the inside out.

There’s a better way.

THE KINGDOM CHOICE: CHASING
ROMANCE OR SETTLING INTO FIDELITY?

1 : b]
Ve observed above that emerging adults today want romance, but I'd

ke to suggest that the word romance is not the right word because
® doesn’t go far enough. What emerging adults want, so it seems to
me i the fideliey inherent in a loving, faithful, intimate relationship.
Whar they want i someone to be with for a lifetime. In fact, our

rfuses romance with !.r%fg\aé“ﬁhéh rﬁxf(l)nnéﬁf ecanner

fomeneal ides sbout love and marriage and sex.
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s Anette Ejsi.ng, offered a set of stunning observations
s hat s going on with young women today in a world wher
ﬂbnutl ' Jations have hopped the rails of decency. She writes th e
sexu[ﬂis vt described in the hook-up culture “is a state of beip 1:;
ha ol sustain.” With wisdom, Anette warns of the brcakdgwn

¢ will happen to those in the hook-up culture, She says:

w
oflove tha

L will] morph into something else, which could include the

jbﬂowiﬂﬁ‘

» Men cannot be trusted, I want to stick closer to my girlfyiends than
male partners. Maybe I even want to explore sexual relationships ??2!
women | can trust because they also feel the same way. ips wit,

o People cannot be trusted, so I would rather be an island unto others

o | feel unworthy of someone’s love, so I will not dare to hope in love |
(from a partner, or others).

o [ >(;-r(,.--m.-' (It only takes a brief glance at stats on the use of anti-
depressants among young adults and college students to realize this is
happening a lot.)

Sexuality is @ much more integral part of who we are as human beings

gn WY :(f.ffulllll'l' cdre 1o @aamii

What would Jesus say? Jesus is weeping. Why? Not simply
secause purity codes have been crossed but because what lies behind
the tradiional Jewish (biblical) laws about sex express what matters

ustice, peace, and wisdom. Our culture has dis-

THE KINGDOM CHOICE: CHASING
ROMANCE OR SETTLING INTO FIDELITY?

4ules today want romance, but I'd

\ o . . sine a
smce 15 not the right word because
o adules want, so it scems 10

. o faithful, intimate relationship.

b toor 2 hifetime In fact, our

bk leads me to one More

. and sex. Along about

e e e s gcanned by CamScanner
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its way into the Platonic, coyy
y

ove morphed
ntoxication with the intoxicy;
ng

Jove became i

her person. >
d men and married women then had two kinds of

a husband or wife and one with a lover (wjg,
hysically consummate their relationship)
J titillated themselves with the emOtionai
1 love. Often they would put obstacles
intensify their feelings, equating thoge
If, What mattered was the burning

feelings of loving anot

Some marfie
ships: one with

hey might never P
hey rantalized an
surges connected t0 falling i
1 their own paths in order to

romantic feelings with love itse
fire of feelings instead of the joy of the beloved.
This romantic theory of love, which finds its way into Holly.

wood and novels, distorts the rugged choice of settling into fide]-
ity. This romantic theory of love puts emotions and feelings and
(my) pcrsonal happiness at the center of what love is. In other words,
romantic love more often than not s another person to fulfill one’s
own desires and passions.

Jesus’ world is against this romantic theory of relationships. What

flows directly from Jesus’ kingdom dream is a rugged and settled

commitment to the other pe
y happiness. Instead of loving love, as in

courtly love, the kingdom lover loves the other and lives his or her
life for that other—the way the lovers in the Song of Solomon take
delight in the other. (Notice how often in the poetry from Song of
Solomon the lovers speak of the other.)

Instead of loving the absence of the other, as is the case with

relation
whom t
Instead, t

rson rather than to my own swarm-

ing feelings and to my ow

LL chc.ausc it generates emotional yearning for the
§ ,F: ‘:Ji r L ' cC cfi[,lil; \II:) fch_»c dail}'v_ routine presence of one
e - 'rumancc are present or not. Eat-
ot i _, _ ::u;c:hcr, ‘sming together, praying together,
kel : i 1-‘ ‘ €, ang uving a lite Iugc[hc‘r is the way we settle into
Sl " ;' one guarantee for sustaining marriage in a
: . ; nise to stay r'{.'.l.'f]\.'\i ”‘““l‘i“}:c‘mntinn.zl hap-
. a ) . et believes the other's !"mnl is the Chid‘
—— iy | ';;'f::; on the societal history of love is

gemont, who makes th'l\‘ pmfmmd
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o from the perspective of a man (whom a woman loves in
l,bsfr"a"lf.}) choose a woman for a wife is to say to Miss So-and-So:
eurn)’ I(ivc with you just as you are.” For this really means: ‘¢ is
. want t© jo share my life with me, and that [sharing of life] is ¢he

(d
| Chﬂos » 956
J ;;1 yidence chere can be that I love you.
onty

As [ write this paragraph, Kris and I have been married for thirty-
cars. Recently my class was talking about wedding vows, and the
f whether or not to use standard vows or to write your own
¢ up. Which led us to read a traditional vow:

yi

sixy
subject ©
cows cam
To have and to behold,
from this day on,
for better or for worse,
for richer, tor poorer,
o sickness and in health,
w0 love and 1o cherish;

antil death do us pant

As we were r(-.nim}; the VOW .md lht‘ «tudcnts were discussing
with onc another what their views were, this came to my mind: Yes,
that's our story, that’s our vow, that's what Kris and I have lived. Ups
ind downs, good days and bad davs. months when we hoped we'd
hive enough moncey and months when we relaxed. As I pondered
these words and students were talking about whether they’d use tra-

"l vows or write their own, | thought aboutr what marriage

NEL ID MY view, only one CAPression ¢an sum up [hC l'CEll S[Ol'y Of
i ofx
» 4 ol
CHi the dopamine and beyond the neurochemicals is the
T | made o Knis and that she made to me, and it is the

“ B sustained us i s the commitment to be with

il ! e now have a story to tell of our One.
4 s !

2 e D vy her Soren Nierkegaard never married,

¥ 8 R e Wb 1 T rlated MArMage 1n waws lh.ll ’t‘\\ oA

< WMy 3 " het the thnml.:h me. and ncither

-

-y
bt wr are what we are 1in union.
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through other humans, we are lovers through loving the one we Joye
and through receiving the love of the one who loves us. “Llove.yoy”
will become our words when the you is what the 7 most cares aboy.

[ contend that the kingdom dream of Jesus reshapes what love s,
what intimacy is, what marriage is, and what sex is, because Jesus
vision of the kingdom transforms the meaning of love.
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